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25X1 Buildings and lendmarks
25X1 '
1. Figa is still a clean Furopemn toun, The streeis are sweot early in the
morring by the caretskers of buildings before the vopulation sets out for
woTk,

2, Yany well-lknown landmwarks sre still standing: the Statue of Idiberty (Bri-
vibag Plemlwsklis), the Natinmal Opera, now eslled the Ballet and Upera
“heater (Baleta un Operas Teatrs), and Riga University,

3. Cn the site of the former Otto Schwarz Cafe, there is now 2 mmall park with
o statue entitled "Mother and Son", Opnosite the Opera, where the well-
raoun Hotel de Roma used to stand, the foundations are now being laid for &
-or G=gtory tuilding, the Hotel Maskewva, scheduled to be completed in two
yoars' tine.

4. The Riga Radio twilding has been rebullt and the Ministry of Building In-
dustry (Bavju Ministrija) is to be housed there, The militia is now
scoommodated in the former Latvian police prefecturs.

5. Gearcely any changes have taken place at the two wain railway stations,
except thet Riga Strand Station (Jurmelss Stecija) now has three entrances:
cnpoelte the main station (old entrance), from Dzirnawvu Street {old en-
trance), and from Gogola Street (new entrance),

6. The Centrel Morket is still in use and is at present being renoveted. The
lsugava Pmbenkment has been retuili and there are now benches slong the river.

7. Pige now has 4 bridges across the River Daugava, two steel bridges, the oid
rontoon bridge, and the new wooden bridge leading from-Valdemars Strset.
‘'rens~-Deugave (Pardaugava) has not changed mich, except that there are some
open snaces here and there where houses used to stand.

8. In Meza Tarks, now the Park for Culture and Recreation (Rigas Kelturas un

Atputas T’arkss, hardly any changes are apnsrent to the ordinary pleasure-
seeker, except that there is a new oven-air theater, a dance-floor, an
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open-aiy cinema, volley-ball fields, and tuffets. The road from the Zoo
to these places is decorated with huge flower vases and pietures of Stalin
Ienin, and members of the Politburo. This distriet is frequented mosh]
by Russianpg, and on Saturdays and Sundaye many drunks ave tc be seen aw:
fights are common,

9.« There are shops for new and secondhand articlea all over Rign, Most
especially consumer goods, are not searce, Seereltles do oeour but,
whole, 1t is usually possible to find what one requires.

1C. There are eafes, restaurants, and btuffete sll over Rlge. Regtaurants :
buffets are frequented by all kinds of persons, cafes mostly by the mi
classes. A great deal of black market aetlivity takes plaues in restews:
and buffete, and the poliece keep these places under close obgervation,
Lately, badly dressed persons have not been admitted into restauranta,

locgtions of "ublic Offices and Ministries

11, Most of the large publiec offices and ministries are still in thsir old
(1940-41) tildings, Howewsr, not all of the locations are sommonly knimus
to persons who have always lived in Riga end 1t is quite uewal to ask -
militiaman or a passer-by for directions. The following are some addwew
of ministries and public officess

Ministry of Health (Vemeliles Mindstrlje): 28, Skolas Street.
Minigtry of Education (Isglitibas Ministrija)s 2, Valmy Street

Mnistry of Commerce (Tirdsniecibes Ministrifae): 6, Smilsu Streo:
Ministry of Finance (Fineneu Ministrije): 4, Smllen Street

MVD: Raina Bulvars, not far from Veldempra Street.,

MGB:  corner of Brivibas {(now Tenine) and Stahs Stresta,

Ministry of Agricuiture (Lauksaimniecibag Mnletrija): Komumaru Strost
Rallvay Main Office (Dzelzcels Parvalde): 1, Cogola Stwreet

Commmnist “arty Central Committee (Centrels Komitela): Valdemars Frraet,
in the tuilding of the former Ministry of Foreign Affeirs.

Prefectura: in its former building,

Welfare Department (Soeislas Nodrosinacanas Departements)s Veldewoo:
Street, between lacplesa and Gertrudes Strecta,

Academy of Art (Makalas Aksdemlja)s corner of Kommnarn and Valderors
Strects

Suprems Soviet of Latvia {Augstalm Padome): in the bullding of
former Saimas.

Cgl:d.net (Ministru Padome): 4in the former bullding of the Ministey
ustiece,

Main Post Office (Galvenais Pests): corner of Erivibas (pow Lendms:
and Merkels Strects,

State Archives (Valsts Archive)s Slokas Styact,

12, The addrosses of offices, ministries, and hotele, times of train depex CE
and telephone numbers can be obteined for 0,50 ruble at information o
in verious parts of Riga, Theve are Information offices or bureaus ne
main rallvay station and on the corner of Eivova and Brivibas Streots,
addition, advertlsements may be hended in ang digplayed, for a fes of .
rubles, from Monday to Sunday in show-cases near the Statue of Libverty on
Brivibes Bulvars and in Brivites Street near the Matisa merkot. Sinen
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newspapers do not accept advertisements from the public, this means of ard-
vertising is widely used by the population of Riga. ~Advertisements are nce

capted in any language.

Sundavs

On Sundays, 1life in Riga starts at approximately 10 a.m. Shops, buffets
and markets are open on Sundays but closed on Mondays. Cinema perform:
for children start at 10 a.m. A1l theaters have shows during the day,
noon onward. On the whols, Latvians are inclined to spend their fres
at home, but every Sunday many can be seen leaving Riga in trucks on the
wWay to take part in various forms of communal work or to help on the co
tive farms. Toward evening the streets becoms crowded, mostly with Ru
who like to spend their day off walking about, Many expensively dress
Russian women are to be secn among them, but in most cases thsy do nof
how to choose thoir clothes with taste, and the effect is often far from
gant (sometimes even comic). :

€ L

If an official holiday happens to fall on a working day, the previous Sug-
day becomes a working day and the official holiday counts as the day ofi,
However since individuals have to spend it at political meetings and degoie-
strations, it can hardly be considered a day of rest.

State Holidays

The dates 7 November and 1 May are celebrated as state holidays. On these
days demonstrations are always organized at the so-ealled Vietory Squar
(Uzvaras Laukums) in Trans-Daugava (Pardaugava), where all teking part
the demonstration have to pass the stand on which are gathered the lea-
personalities of Soviet Latvia.

Meetings are held in factories and offices before the holidays and the employ=
ees are told when they must assemble for the demonstration. They are divided
into groups, and group leaders are appointed, It is the latters!' duty o
report any absentees from the demonstration. as early as three weeks in
advance, offices and factories must report to the local party secretary iLhe nume-
ber of employees participating, the order in which they will march, the sl
gans which they will carry, and how the buildings will be decorated, icros
sums of money are allotted for decorstions.

Before a demonsiration, individuals usually must report at their place of
work at 9 a.m. The military parade begins in Victory Square at 10 a.m,
from that time all traffic across the Daugava River is stopped. The pa
lasts until approximately 11:30 a.m. The salube is taken by General Bj

The participants march six abreast from their place of work, with slogans and
pictures of Stalin and other leading personalities, .o the point where v
Join the main body of the demonstration, usually outside the loeal Com
committee building. The demonstrators then wove on with their picture
banners, and trucks or fleats depicting in vivid colors the production -
the different factories. The sidewalks ave crowded with "non-organized”
demonstrators. At street corners there are stands where beer, lemonads:,
sausages are gold. Here and there, Russiana, Komsomol youths, and druw
Latvians dance to accordion music. As the demonstration approaches the
viewing stand, a cheerlsader facing the microphone shoubs slogans to e:
factory ("Long live the Stakhanovs in V.F® s for example), in reply to
the demonstrators have to shout "hurrah"., As soon as the procession hao
ad 1 distance of some 300 meters from the reviewing stand, the demons
tors' duty is done, the banners and slogans are cast down any way, and cv..
erybody runs helier-skelter for home., Next day, the newspapers deseril
how the latvians, 1005 strong, demonstrated their faith in Stalin and &hs
Party, and how magnificent the parade was.

Opera, Theaters, and Cinemas

The former National Opera, now called the Ballet and Opera Theater, is fronu
ted mostly by meirbers of the intelligentsia, The price of admission is
18 rubles, Beer and soft drinks are on sale during intormissions. Amoug
the best known personalities at the opera are: ‘

!

Producers:s Idepa and Vasiljevs. 25X1
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. The Russiuan Drama Theater {Krievu Dramas Teatrs) is on the corner of K
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Singers ¢ Vilumani, Daskovs, Pakuls, Jekabsone.
Decor by : 4. Lapina.

The former National Theater is now called the State Academic Theater (Valsis
Akadermiskals Teatrs) and shows mostly propagands plays.

Best known actors: Osis, Anna Klints, Zanders, Katlaps, Line, Zils,
Decor by: Grasmanis and the young Latvian Commmnist Valdmanis.
The Dailes Theater is still in Lacplesa Street. This theater shows lea:

propaganda and more good plays than others. It is therefore always fillied
%o capacity.

Manager E, Smilgis.
Bast known actors:s Lilita Berzina, Kreicums, Pabriks, Dimiters.

Decor by ¢ Professor 0. Skulma.

and Kommas Streets, Hostly realistic plays are shown here, classies and
works by young writers. It is always filled to capacity with Russians.

Producers: Jurovskis, Buncuks, Milnikova, Barabanow, Astarov.
The Young People's Theater (Jaunatnes Teatrs) is on Lacplesa Street, betwezen

Marijas and K.R. Barona Streets, and produces light plays. The inside <0 the
building is not very attractive and the theater is usually half empty.

The Musical Comedy Theater (Muzikalas Komedijas Teatrs) is in Vermana Pori
Its plays and atmosphere are rather like a fun~fair and it is nob very 1

All theater performances begin at 8 p.m. and at 12 noon on Sundsys.

Thers are cinemas all over Riga. Mostly Russian filims are shown and peraov:
from all walks of 1ife go to see them., The price of admission is 3 « &

The circus is in ita old location. It 1s frequented mostly by Russians, au
by Latvians from the tough district of Ripga knovm as the Moskau Vorstad:i.
The price of admission is 5 -~ 18 rubles,

In cinemas and at the eircus, one must beware of plckpockets, who are ncw
are mostly Russians,

Every Thursday, a so~-called discussion svening (parrunas vakari) is held

in the bulldinz of the publishers of the dally paper Cina, on the corner ox
Blaumane and Marijas Strests., No fee is charged for entrance or cloak:
facilities. These discussion evenings are mostly a kind of program pa
by theaters, individual actors, and writers and a discuwsion of topical
tieal events. The audience consists mainly of students and persons belc
to the intelligentsia. These evenlngs are rather popular and one has tc
be present at least half an hour early in order to get in. The program Inu
each evening is announced a few days in advance in the newspaper Cina.

This is one of the few gatherings in Riga where alcohol is not on sale.

Sports

The most. populay sports in Riga are football and motorcycle racing., General
Bagramy~n and Communist Party members are always to be seen at football zhe
e8, Important matches take place at the Daugava foobball field, which
always packed (total capacity: approximately 25,000 spectators), The te
known names in the Latvian state team are: Jegers, Vilumans, Freimans,
jevs, Amalins, and levitans. This team is in thea first group on the USH
level; therefore, the Soviet teams Dynamo (Moscow), Spartaks (Moscow), ¢
Torpedo, and cvhers often play in Riga. Tickets for important games are
aold out as much as a week beforehand.
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Neerly all militiemen in Riga seem to be on duty to direet spectators %o
the field; even nart of the Soviet Army garrison in Rige is called 1n,
The militis form a chain approximately 400 meters from the entrance ant
admit spectators one by ome to prevent a stampede.

Motovreycle racing takes vlece in the Parlk for Culture and Recrestion {fci-
mer Meza Parks) end is atiended by members of the Commnd. st Party, Sowiew
Army officers, including Gemeral Bagramyan, and meny other spectators.

Horse races take place every Sunday from 1 pm. on the race track In Rige.
The vublic is very mixed end indulges heavily in gambling. Baffets ar:
avellable, and drunken men end women are frequently to ba seen,
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Traffic

13, Trams,ouses, trolley-buses, and taxis are the chief means of public transport in
Riga; all are widely used, In addition to metropelitan bus routes; there are
several lines from Riga to provincial towns. Because of frequent road accidents,
traffic regulations are now very strictly enforced in Riga. Pedestrians not
observing the rules (i.e., crossing the road not at pedestrian crossings at
street corners, jumping from moving vehicles, etc.) are fined 5 to 10 rubles on

the spot,

Working Cendlitions

14, HRiga trams start at 6 a.m, The rush hour ie from 7 a.m., to 8 a.m., when factory
workere are going to work. Factories start work at 8 a.m. A second rush period
is between 9 a.m, and 10 a.m. , when employees are going t o work in ministries
and offices which open at 10 a.m. The evening rush hour is betwsen 5 p.m. and 6 p.m.

Yere are plenty of persons sbout in the streets all day long, but especially
between é p.m, and 8 p.m. when many persons, particularly young folk and military
personnel go out walking, after & p.m, , it is more guiet; since the theaters,
opera, and circus have started by then. Later, between 1l p.m., and midnight, meny
persons are again to be seen; mostly theater-goers returning home, after midnight
all is quie¢; mainly because of the possibility of document controls, which every-
one tries to avoid, but also because of the fear of bandits; the latter are
fraonently heard of in the outskirts of the town, where many persons have been
assaulted and robbed,
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In nearly every family, both husband and wife must work. The husband often

has two jobs or takes extra work homs, Only by working very hard is it posolibls
to exist, Military personnel and higher members of  the Cemmunist Party are in
the best poeition financially; scientists and %echnicians come next, and the
working clasases are in the worst conditien, Although the workingman ie told
that everything belongs-to him, he receives only about 250 to 400 rubles per
menth, out of which he has to pay taxes and to subscribe to a letter to "our
father Stalin®, thanking him for the'beautiful life and liberty". It 1s upon
tha worker that the burden of Soviet occupation falls heaviest. During working
hours, every second of his time is accounted for; and, if he does not fullfull
hie riorm, he will soon be declared "harmful" and is likely to be arrested.

After working hours there are freguent political lectures which everyone must

. attend and, in addition, there are compulsory two-year courses at the Marxist-

Leniniet Evening University for educated perscns., Before State holidays, there
are also special "holiday courses" and "holiday meetings” after working hours at
the work-centers, When a worker finally arrives home, he either has moye work
to do or he must study some political book, .or he must sleep in order to have
enough strength for next day!s work, There is very 1little time for hobbies,
entertainment, or réligion, Nevertheless, individuals do occasionally find

time for recreation. MNembers of the free professions, artists, actors,
interpreters, and translators at the book center have more free time than the
average person. ’

Those who earn enough‘to save money do not buy houses or apartezents, since

to do so would be a sign of a kulak. Instead, they put their money into yachfbe,
motorcycles, or motor cars, - Many private cars are to be seen in the streets of
Riga. ' ' :

Personal Appearance and Morale

On the whole, the population in Figa dresses well, Individuals wear decent

suits and coats, collars and ties, and good shoes. Many of the shoes in rather
fancy styles, with crepe soles, etc., aere imported from Czechoslovakia, as ars the
brief cases that so many persons carry. The middle-class Latvian prefers to eat
less rather than to appear badly dressed on the streets.

Life in Riga appears to be quite normal. No anti-Soviet feeling ie openly evxdent¥

.. but this is because everyone keeps his political opinione strictly to himself

and avoids talking to strangers. It is felt that this is the only way to

survive the Soviet sccupatior: Every patriotic Latvian still hopes for

1iberation and locks upon Latvia not as a part of the.Soviet Union but as
occupivd territory. Of course, no one talks about it in public but, in ftrams

or in shops, incidents between Latvians and Russians can often be cbserved which
indicate that anti-Soviet fesling is still tery much alive. FPolitics are never
discussed with strangers, and individuals repeat in parrot fashion what is sald in
the newspapers apd in political books. To the outside world, it is always "our
Stalin” and “our Party"., T

Sumner Holidavs

isyeryone who can afford to do sc triqé to go to Riga Strand for his swmmer

‘holiday. A room or two for the summer seascn costs batween 500 and 1,000

rubles, Rooms have to be rented early in the spring before Kussians from the
interior of the USSR start to arrive, All nationalities from the USSR can be
seen there during the summsr. Most Russian visitors stay in the Majori and
Dgintari districts, Riza Strand has many concert halls, restaurants, cafes, and
an endless number of buffets. The Strand is connected with Riga by train snd bus;
trains leave every 15 to 20 minutes. Latvians who prefer a more quiet haliday

" mostly go to Vecakl, on the coast east of hLiga Strand.
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